Snow & Cold Weather Preparation 2011/12
There is no definitive picture of what this winter has in store but the last two suggest we should be prepared for the worst just in case! The Council has been looking to introduce improvements to the systems and guidance to support schools and settings and there have been some changes of which you should be aware.

Ordering Grit Salt

With the transfer of staff and resources from Streetforce to ‘Public Realm’ the system for ordering grit salt from the Council has changed and you now need to be ordering supplies in advance of the severe weather via Parks and Countryside at Meersbrook Park. Please contact the following with your details and preferred delivery arrangements; 

Telephone 2500500 or e mail: parksandcountryside@sheffield.gov.uk
You will recall the ‘Snow Clearance and Grit Service’ package we consulted about on Schoolpoint last month. Following feedback from schools the final specification and costs are being worked up. Meanwhile a snow clearance ‘Frequently Asked Questions’ summary is available. We will keep you updated about the proposal as plans progress but for now at least it will be business as usual. A list of private contractors available to clear areas within the school perimeter can be found via contractors. In addition School’s responsibilities to meet health & safety requirements are set out in the best practice guidance note BP9 Guidance on Ice & Snow Clearance. Streetforce retain responsibility for clearing areas up to the school gates, clearing public roads and footpaths is not the responsibility of the school. If you are interested how Streetforce categorise and prioritise routes, information is available via Gritting Priorities
School Closures

Should the decision be made to close or partially close schools in exceptionally bad weather the procedure for notifying the Council and the local radio stations applies. Contact details for the Assets Team have changed since last year (now 27 35621) and are included in the general guidance to be found via BP10.  A new system for schools notifying closures electronically is being developed and this should make things a lot simpler for all parties. We will brief you again when the package is fully developed, hopefully early in the New Year.

Text Messaging

Since last winter we have introduced a text messaging system for Headteachers. This is mainly to communicate information about travel issues (particularly SEN Transport) but other key messages will be communicated this way. Please make sure mobile phones are switched on during times of severe weather and let us know if any key contact details have changed since last December.

Bus Services

Those of you who rely heavily on bespoke bus services to your school need to be considering arrangements for communicating with operators and parents when buses can only run on main network routes or have to be suspended altogether. Please note the updated contact numbers for bus, minibus and taxi operators in the updated guidance notes. When it snows heavily or there are icy roads we will be posting early warnings on the Council’s Twitter site and these will be backed up via the text messaging system referred to above. 

Travel to school by car was problematic for several days last winter while bus networks were able to get back underway quite quickly. If you would like to know which services run closest to home and on to school (including any city centre changes) it is worth visiting plan your bus journey where typing in the relevant postcodes will provide the requisite information. It would be worthwhile sharing this link with other staff, parents and children too. 

Checking Premises

One of the most important lessons learned last winter was the need to routinely check premises during the Christmas break. Many frozen pipes and subsequent flood damage could have been avoided had regular checks been made, pipes had been appropriately lagged and heating systems set on frost prevention settings. Failure to undertake these simple steps cost many schools both financially to repair damage and in lost teaching time Additional guidance on preparing your premises for winter weather conditions is available at BP10 or advice can be obtained from your Premises & Facilities Management contact (tel no 27 35621).
Staff Attendance

Advice for staff attendance during severe weather has not changed since last year and can be accessed via Attendance in adverse Weather.
The Government has launched its Get Ready for Winter Campaign, running all of this week. It contains advice, primarily for individuals and families, on how to prepare for winter.  Visit it at  www.direct.gov.uk/getreadyforwinter.

If you have any questions or concerns meanwhile please contact Martin Green on 0114 2735827 or martin.green@sheffield.gov.uk.
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